
 
 

 

JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE BY AND FOR ALL 

We find ourselves in a very interesting time that will surely set the course of El Salvador for at least the 
next decade. Now that the elections for representatives of the Congress and Municipal Councils have 
been concluded, and as a preamble to the presidential elections that will take place next year, it is 
important that we focus on the second-grade elections that the Congress will hold, in order to appoint 
5 members of the Supreme Court of Justice, 4 of which will compose the Constitutional Chamber for 
the next 9 years. Given this, the oversight role of civil society will be essential for the representatives of 
the Congress to appoint the Judges according to the requirements established by the Constitution of 
the Republic. 

Taking as a parameter the actions performed by the current Judges of the Constitutional Chamber that 
conclude their functions this year, which were marked by the inexorable defense of the Constitution, 
judgments with high legal technical content, and - above all - absolute independence when issuing 
their judgements, the Congress will have the hard work of finding the next Judges who can execute 
their duties with the same integrity as the outgoing magistrates.  

In this election process, it will be essential that all citizens’ demand that their representatives within the 
Congress to appoint lawyers who expressly comply with the parameters established by the 
Constitution, specifically with the following: 

1. Judicial independence: It requires lawyers linked exclusively to the Constitutional text, who are 
not bound by any political-party relationship and who use their knowledge with the exclusive 
eagerness to defend the Constitution (Article 172 of the Constitution). We need Judges willing to 
comply under their word of honor, be faithful to the Republic and comply with and enforce the 
Constitution, according to the oath they will take as indicated in article 235 of our constitutional 
text. 
 

2. Notorious competence: The highest magistracy requires highly prepared professionals, who can 
prove their knowledge of the most advanced and innovative technical aspects for the defense of 
the Constitution. 
 

3. Notorious Morality: We require professionals who, within their personal and professional lives, 
have demonstrated to comply with the highest ethical standards in their actions throughout their 
career. 

As civil society we will have to closely follow this process and seek, through our representatives in the 
Congress, that the Judges that are elected be independent, technically competent and with the highest 
ethical standards, given that they will be in charge to procure the defense of the Constitution and the 
Rule of Law during the next nine years, and to a large extent, secure the legal security for the suitable 
economic and social development in El Salvador. Judicial independence is built by all and for the 



 
 

 

benefit of all, so the civil society has a great task to accomplish during the following months for the 
benefit of El Salvador. 

For more information on this subject, do not hesitate to contact us. 
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